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THE FUTURE OF ASTORIA, OREGON. 


This is a story of the ‘future’ of Astoria, the 
county seat of Clatsop County, Oregon. 


In writing of the ‘‘future,”’ it is necessary to re- 
fer somewhat to the past, more to the present, and 
from these deduce the reasons regarding the “fut- 
ure,’ and it will be necessary to take into consid- 
eration, the great moving causes which will make 
this “future” and the great world movements, which 
are daily changing the map of the world’s surface, 
both politically and commercially. The movements 
are so great and the changes have been so rapid, 
even in the last twenty years, that the maps and 
the commercial geographies and histories used in 
school by the writer (who is one of the younger 
generation) less than twenty years ago, are prac- 
tically valueless today. The commercial map of 
the world is becoming like a lady of fashion who 
appears in new garments at each social function; 
trade is constantly entering new channels, new in- 
ventions are making a plaything of transportation; 
human energy has gashed the rock ribbed moun- 
tains of Panama and mingled the waters of the two 
oceans, and where but a few years ago the path 
of commerce was a minus quantity will shortly be a 
more than plus quantity. 


THE TRADE TIDE CHANGER—THE PANAMA 
CANAL. 


The shrewd business eyes of the United States 
and of a goodly portion of the commercial world 
have turned to the Pacific Coast of the United States 
since the message went forth that American brains, 
ability and money would build the Panama Canal. 
It requires small learning to see and to know that 
this is primarily the section of the world that will 
profit the most by this greatest engineering feat 
of the ages. 


The crucial period of the building of the canal 
has passed, and the completing of the unfinished 
portion is not now a matter of experience, wisdom 
or money, but the great element of time alone. 
Three-quarters of the world’s population live on 
the shores of the Pacific Ocean, and now that 
American ingenuity, ability and brains has undone 
the work of nature in leaving the small neck of 
land between the two Americas as almost a bar to 
the commerce between the Atlantic and Pacific 
Oceans, it is but a very short time until the West- 
ern Slope of the United States will be a hive of 
activity and industry, and the time is not far dis- 
tant when this great favored section of our grand 
country will be the ‘front’? yard instead of the 
“back yard’ of the United States, as it now is. 


The world, with the advent of the Panama 
Canal, again realizes the truth of the old adage, 
“Westward the course of empire wends its way.” 
All the great authorities on commerce for a great 
many years, have agreed that the building of the 
Panama Canal means the transferring of the bulk 
of the world’s commerce from the Atlantic to the 
Pacific Oceans; they theorizing that the balance of 
trade must be on the highways on which live the 
greater number of people. For several hundreds 
of years the Orient has sent its raw products to 
Europe for manufacturing and trans-shipment to the 
balance of the civilized world, and Europe has sent 
back as exports, not alone the manufactured pro- 
ducts received from those countries, but her own 
raw materials as well as her own manufactured 
products. A large percentage of the manufactured 
products, as well as of the raw materials of the 
Hast, have been used in the United States, but far 
from the quantity that would have been consumed 
had not the freight rates to the interior of the 
United States been almost prohibitive. These same 
freight rates have to a large extent been prohibitive 
of the export from the interior sections of the coun- 
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try. Now with the advent of both rail and water 
for commerce shortening the haul therefore, and 
decreasing the cost thereof between the different sec- 
tions of the United States, this prohibition vanishes 
and increased trade, both imports and exports, will 
be the result. 


So far as Europe is concerned, we raise and pro- 
duce just that which they most need, and import 
that which we do not produce. The adjustment of the 
freight rate matter by reason of the Panama Canal 
means that instead of long rail hauls from the 
Western Slope to the East and then trans-shipment, 
we will ship and export direct from the Pacific 
Coast. We will import what we, ourselves, cannot 
produce and export food and timber products, both 
to the Hast and to Hurope, Orient, South America 
and other countries. We will import direct from 
Brazil and other South American countries, such 
of their products as we need, and will, naturally 
export to them in return. 


Europe now holds the balance of trade with the 
South American countries on the Eastern Slope, but 
there is no reason why this condition cannot be 
changed, and within a few years the United States 
should secure the balance of trade. This will espe- 
cially inure to the henefit of the Pacific Coast. 


China has within the last few days taken her 
place among the republics of the world, and this 


awakening means the opening of that vast and 
wealthy country to the trade of the nations of the 
world. This has an especial significance to the Pa- 
cific Slope of the United States, coming as it does 
upon the eve of the opening of the canal. They 
need what we have to export, and we in turn need 
their products, but the balance of trade will be 
with us. Japan, the Philippines and other Latin 
countries bordering upon the Pacific Ocean will 


3) 


come to the Pacific Coast to trade. We will deal 
directly with Europe via the Canal and ultimately 
we will save both time and freight rates. 


A thousand and one other changes too numerous 
to mention here, will be made in favor of the Pacific 
Coast, and every logical reason in the world exists 
why the Pacific Coast in a short period of time will 
astonish the civilized world with its commerce and 
trade. The Panama Canal will be the great key to 
unlock this door of opportunity—commerce and im- 
provement. 


MOUTH OF THE COLUMBIA RIVER. 


There are three great ports of commerce on the 
Pacific Coast of the United States, viz.: San Fran- 
cisco, Astoria and Puget Sound Ports. All of these 
ports will grow with the coming of the changes re- 
ferred to, but none will grow like the Columbia 
River Port—Astoria. Why? Take down your map 
of the Pacific Coast States, Washington, Oregon and 
California. Note the geographical location of these 
three ports. Note the fact that sixty miles of the 
Puget Sound territory is British Possession. Note 
the fact that there is no navigable river of any 
value into the interior from either San Francisco 
or Puget Sound. Now get out your geographies and 
you will be surprised to note, where you perhaps 
have never given your thought to it, that the Colum- 
bia River is fifteen hundred miles long, and that, with 
its tributaries, it drains an area equal to one-sixth 
of the United States; that all of this immense water 
system meets the Pacific Ocean at Astoria; that 
practically all of this river, with its tributaries, is 
navigable for good-sized commercial river boats, 
and that for a distance of one hundred miles from 
Astoria it is navigable for ocean craft. Notice also 
that the water shed of the Columbia and its tribu- 
taries is one of the greatest wealth producing sec- 
tions of the United States, and that these wealth 
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producing products can be, and are carried down 
grade to Astoria. This great section produces food 
products that are our greatest exports, and are 
needed in both the Oriental countries, Europe and 
South America, where the supply is never anywhere 
near the demand. 


The greatest wheat producing section of the 
United States is that portion of the three states of 
Washington, Oregon and Idaho, known as the In- 
land Empire. For rail shipments, Spokane, and for 
river shipments, Lewiston, Idaho, is the initial 
point. All of this vast area is slightly up grade 
from Astoria and down grade from Seattle, so that 
one engine can pull 140 loaded freight cars from 
Spokane along the Columbia River grade into As- 
toria, while on the other hand it takes two massive 
engines to haul only forty loaded freight cars over the 
mountain grades into Seattle or the Puget Sound 
territory. The Columbia River at Astoria is seven 
miles wide, and what can be the finest harbor in 
the world is immediately in front of Astoria. To 
the west of Astoria touching the city limits is 
Young’s Bay, another body of water that can be, 
and will be a splendid harbor, into which Young’s, 
and the Lewis:and Clarke Rivers, both navigable 
streams, empty. Young’s River empties into 
Young’s Bay within the city limits of Astoria, while 
the Lewis and Clarke River empties into Young’s 
Bay less than one mile from the city limits. 
Youneg’s Bay and the Columbia River in front of 
Astoria make a harbor large enough to anchor all 
of the shipping of the world, if necessary. Ocean 
going vessels drawing twenty-five feet of water can 
navigate the river to the eastern limits of Clatsop 
County. The Columbia River is down grade from 
the mighty Willamette Valley of Oregon, one of 
the greatest agricultural regions of the United 
States. It is also down grade from Eastern Oregon 
and Idaho, great sheep raising sections. All of the 
grades just referred to are, however, very slight 
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grades, and not sufficient to be a detriment to the 
best of rail and water communication from Astoria 


inland. 


The United States government has spent over 
six million dollars in building a jetty on the south 
side of the Columbia, ten miles from Astoria, which 
projects out into the Pacific Ocean a distance of 
seven miles; this jetty has been in course of con- 
struction for some years, and is practically com- 
pleted. The government last year began the pre- 
liminary work of building a north jetty on the 
north side of the Columbia in the State of Wash- 
ington, and United States engineers have been 
working for some time surveying the course of this 
jetty into the Pacific Ocean, and within a few weeks 
the initial construction work on this structure will 
begin. 


The one great drawback to the Columbia River 
as a highway of commerce has been the lack of 
water over the Columbia River bar at the mouth of 
the river, and it was to obviate this difficulty that 
the south jetty was built. The south jetty, how- 
ever, did not-make a sufficient amount of water on 
the bar for all commercial purposes, and to obviate 
this, the ocean going dredge ‘‘Chinook,’’ formerly 
the United States Transport Grant, rebuilt as a 
dredger, dredged on the bar until there is at the 
present time, about forty feet of water. To securely 
and forever provide for sufficient water over the 
Columbia River bar for every purpose, the north 
jetty was ordered built, and it is expected when 
this is completed that the two jetties by the action 
of confining the water of the Columbia River within 
a channel a few miles wide, will give at least fifty 
feet of water on the bar at all times by reason of 
the action of the volume of the water of the Colum- 
bia clearing the sand ott the bar as it pours into the 
Pacific Ocean. With fifty feet of water on the bar, 
vessels of any draft that will ever be built, can 
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aascend the river and dock at Astoria, there being 
plenty of deep water inside the bar of the river, 
and for a distance of at least thirty miles. 

The government engineers estimate that it will 
only take a few years to build the north jetty, as 
it will not be as long as the south jetty, and fewer 
difficulties will be encountered. Its construction 
is further assisted by the fact that the main land 
of the State of Washington on the north side of the 
Columbia River projects several miles into the 
ocean further than the main land of Oregon on the 
south side of the Columbia. 

The mouth of the Columbia River is over six 
hundred miles nearer the markets of the Orient 
than either Puget Sound Ports or San Francisco. 
The waters of the Columbia River are fresh and 
destructive to barnacles and other salt water ma- 
rine growths. 

Ships can come into Astoria with their _ bot- 
toms loaded with barnacles, and after remaining 
there a short time, the action of the fresh water 
will entirely clear the ships of these growths. Tor- 
medoes are an unknown thing in Astoria’s harbor. 
These facts alone make it a great harbor, as ma- 
rine growths are very destructive to shipping. 


ASTORIA. 


Astoria is located on the Columbia River and 
Young’s Bay, ten miles from the Pacific Ocean, with 
its business portion, as well as some of the resi- 
dence portion of the city built on piling over the 
Columbia River. This fact has been a great detri- 
ment to the growth of the city and has prevented 
to a large extent permanent improvements along 
the river front. 

At the last city election the people of Astoria 
voted to fill in and reclaim all of the portion of the 
city now built on piling, by building a sea wall for 
a distance of three miles along the water front. The 
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water front of Astoria, including the Young’s Bay 
portion, is over eight miles in length. A commis- 
sion was created for the purpose of doing the work 
of reclaiming provided for in the act, and this com- 
mission has organized. However, before taking any 
action, it was thought best, to prevent future ques- 
tions arising, to institute a friendly suit to determine 
the validity of the act creating the commission and 
providing for this reclaiming, and this was done. 
The lower court held the act legal, and it is now 
before the Supreme Court. There is no question 
but that the Supreme Court will uphold the de- 
cision of the lower court in holding the act and 
commission legal, and then the sea wall will begin 
to be built. This ought to be started inside of a 
few months. 

Astoria occupies an almost ideal location with 
reference to river, rail and ocean transportation. 
It is connected with the Northwest by the North 
Bank Road, and several lines of river steamers 
make Astoria the terminus. It is a modern city— 
lighted by electricty, and has one of the best water 
systems in the United States; a gravity system, and 
the water is absolutely pure, several opera houses, 
six graded schools and a new high school built in 
1911 at a cost of $100,000.00, churches, tibrary, 
etc. There are a number of sawmills. iron works, 
foundries, boat building establishments, etc., and 
the largest salmon cannery establishment in the 
world. Within the last few weeks Wilson Bros. 
have commenced the construction of one of the 
largest boat building establishments on the coast. 
It has two daily and four weekly newspapers. 

it has a custom port and has bonded warehouses 
for the district of Oregon. It has four banks, two 
national and two state, and contains a population 
of 15,000 people. It has an electric street car sys- 
tem providing transportation between all portions 
of the city. There are several large summer sea- 
shore resorts within twenty miles of Astoria, where 
over 30,000 people annually spend the summer. 
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In 1911 the fishing industry amounted to six 
million dollars; over one million dollars was paid 
by the government in salaries for government em- 
ployes in maintaining government operations 
around Astoria; over a million dollars was paid for 
wages to men employed in Astoria mills and lumber 
camps, and thousands of dollars were spent by the 
seashore resorters in Astoria. Practically all of 
the trade of the lumber camps and towns and cities 
and farming communities within a radius of fifty 
miles of the mouth of the Columbia is with Astoria 
business houses. 

The climate is one of the most equable in the 
United States. Extremes of heat and cold are un- 
known. The general average from April to October 
is 62 degrees, and the rest of the year is 48 degrees. 

Clatsop County is heavily covered with timber, 
and it contains twenty billions of feet of very choice 
merchantable timber. A considerable portion of 
the county is improved and contains some of the 
finest dairy ranches in the West. A large portion 
of the land of the county is tideland, which is very 
valuable for grazing and stock raising. The grass 
is green the year around, giving unusual opportuni- 
ties for cattle and stock raising. 

The logged off timber land is very valuable for 
agricultural purposes, and this land is cultivated 
just as soon as the timber is removed, and the farm 
takes the place of the timber as soon as it is cut. 

There are considerable quantities of cranberry 
land in the county and the conditions for raising 
cranberries here, are more ideal than they are in 
the famous cranberry region of Cape Cod on the 
Atlantic Coast. 

There are a number of thriving cities in Clatsop 
County outside of Astoria, principally Seaside, War- 
renton and Hammond. 


Set aOR ee 
The observations already made constitute the 
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facts upon which is based ‘‘the future.” The Panama 
Canal is the key which unlocks the future for As- 
toria, and will make of it, within the present gen- 
eration, one of the largest cities on the Pacific Coast. 
The opening of that canal with its results in connec- 
tion and transportation between the two large oceans 
of the world, marks the dawn of the day of the big 
ship, even for coast wise transportation. Instead of 
the 2,500 ton vessel, the canal will compel vessels 
of 6,000 tons and upwards. Realizing this, the 
Hammond Lumber Company of Astoria have sold 
their line of smaller steamers, and have contracted 
for larger ones to carry cargoes of timber from As- 
toria to their own lumber yards, which they are 
about to establish on the Atlantic Coast and in 
Europe. 

The mighty shipments of salmon, instead of being 
shipped overland, will go by steamer from Astoria to 
Eastern and European markets via the Panama 
Canal. The products of the Inland Empire, the 
Willamette Valley, Eastern Oregon, Idaho and Mon- 
tana will load at Astoria tor their markets, and there 
is already talk of a regular line of trans-Pacific 
steamers from Astoria to the Oriental markets, as 
well as other lines to communicate with Europe and 
the Atlantic sea board. 

The United States government has called for 
bids for carrying government supplies and mail 
from the Hast and South via the Panama Canal to 
Astoria, and other coast ports. 

Logs, instead of being towed up the Columbia 
River to cut there, will be cut at Astoria, and ship- 
ped from there to the markets of the world. 

By reducing freight rates and avoiding trans- 
shipment, the trade of the Pacific Slope with Europe 
and Atlantic Coasts will be increased tremendously, 
and for the same reason the commerce with the 
Orient will be exceedingly large. 

It is not too much to predict that where in ial 
1,800 vessels cleared through Astoria’s Custom House 
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from all parts of the world including coast wise and 
foreign bound ships, that two years after the open- 
ing of the Panama Canal, there ought to be ten 
times as many. 

With the advent of the canal and the north jetty, 
the ships will stop at Astoria, and not proceed up 
the river to Portland, for the reason that it has cost 
millions of dollars to keep the river clear for pres- 
ent sized vessels ascending the river anove Astoria. 
It will be impossible for any larger vessels to do so. 


Before the Panama Canal is opened, Astoria’s 
business district wilt all be built on solid ground, 
offering an opportunity for one continuous dock of 
about eight miles along the river front and of 
Young’s Bay, the greatest on the Pacific Coast. At 
this point, will undoubtedly be built, the great ware- 
houses for the storing of wheat from the Inland 
Empire for trans-shipment to the Orient, and other 
ports of the world, in fact the wheat growers of the 
Inland Empire through their wheat growers associa- 
tion have had such plans in contemplation for some 
* time. 

The North Bank Railroad is already planning to 
build another railroad from Kalama on the Colum- 
bia River on the north side, to the mouth of the 
river, and have already secured rights of way for 
this purpose. 

The Port of Astoria, which is a municipal corpora- 
tion created by the State, and which has charge of 
all the waters within Clatsop County, has engaged 
the services of a high salaried competent engineer 
to draft plans for the future great harbor of As- 
toria, and to provide for improvements, docks, 
wharves, slips, etc. The railroad companies have 
purchased terminals for their trans-continental lines 
at Astoria. The rail shipments from the West and 
Middle west, will unload at Astoria’s docks to be 
transported by vessels at this point to the markets 
of the world, and imports by water will meet the 
rails in Astoria’s harbor. 


A movement is now under way to bond Clatsop 
County for one million dollars to build a splendid 
system of good highways all through Clatsop County, 
centering at Astoria. This matter will engage the at- 
tention of the people of the county at their next 
general election. 

Astoria City, itselt, has awakened to the realiza- 
tion that the great time of her history is at hand, 
and is eagerly anticipating the future. 

Last year, about one hundred fifty thousand dol- 
lars were spent for street improvements, and in 1912, 
26 streets will be improved. 

It is contemplated that a boulevard will be built 
embracing the entire limits of the City of Astoria. 
Several new buildings were built in 1911, and never 
in the history of the City, has there been such a 
brisk real estate activity, and never before have the 
people felt as they do now that “Big things are in 
sight for Astoria.” 

The geographical location of Astoria on the 
borderland of the greatest farming agricultural re- 
gion in the United States at the mouth of the Colum- 
bia on the shores of the Pacific with the splendid op- 
portunities offered, and the marked activity along 
the lines shown, justifies the belief that there is no 
doubt but that the predictions above stated will 
mature within a very few years, and certainly very 
shortly after the completion of the Panama Canal. 

The Panama Canal will tremendously change the 
commercial map of the world. With it’s completion 
our Pacific ports and especially Astoria will rival 
those of the Atlantic in every way of commerce and 
travel. 


The great cities are at the great harbors. Natural 
conditions create large harbors. A great city will 
certainly result from these conditions at the mouth 
of the Columbia and that city will be—ASTORIA. 


A. W. NORBLAD. 
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